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The Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
August 15th

Catholics around the world mark the Feast of the Assumption of Mary,
commemorating the end of her earthly life and assumption into Heaven.
But while the feast day is a relatively new one, the history of the holiday
- and the mystery behind it - has its roots in the earliest centuries of
Christian belief. “As her earthly life comes to an end, the Assumption
helps us to understand more fully not just her life, but it helps us to
always focus our gaze to Eternity,” said EWTN Senior Contributor Dr.
Matthew Bunson.

“We see in Mary the logic of the Assumption as the culmination of
Mary’s life,” he continued. “A Eucharistic requirement for that day is very
fitting.” The dogma of the Assumption of Mary — also called the
“Dormition of Mary” in the Eastern Churches — has its roots in the early
centuries of the Church. The Catholic Church teaches that when Mary
ended her earthly life, God assumed her, body and soul into heaven.

This belief traces its roots back to the earliest years of the Church.
While a site outside of Jerusalem was recognized as the tomb of Mary,
the earliest Christians maintained that “no one was there,” Bunson said.
According to St. John of Damascus, in the 5th century, at the Council of
Chalcedon in 451, Roman Emperor Marcian requested the body of
Mary, Mother of God. St. Juvenal, who was Bishop of Jerusalem replied
“that Mary died in the presence of all the Apostles, but that her tomb,
when opened upon the request of St. Thomas, was found empty;
wherefrom the Apostles concluded that the body was taken up to
heaven,” the saint recorded.

By the 8th century, around the time of Pope Adrian, the Church began
to change its terminology, renaming the feast day of the Memorial of
Mary to the Assumption of Mary, Bunson noted. The belief in the
Assumption of Mary was a widely-held tradition, and a frequent
meditation in the writings of saints throughout the centuries. However it
was not defined officially until the past century. In 1950, Pope Pius Xl
made an infallible, ex-cathedra statement in the Apostolic Constitution
Munificentissimus Deus officially defining the dogma of the Assumption.

“By the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, of the Blessed Apostles Peter
and Paul, and by our own authority, we pronounce, declare, and define
it to be a divinely revealed dogma: that the Immaculate Mother of God,
the ever Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life,
was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory,” the Pope wrote.

Within the decree, which was passed beforehand to dioceses around
the world, Pope Pius XII surveys centuries of Christian thought and the
writings of a number of saints on the Assumption of Mary. “We have
throughout the history of the Church an almost universal attestation of
this,” Bunson said of the Christian tradition’s testimony to Mary’s
Assumption.“We have this thread that runs throughout the whole of the
history of the Church in support of the dogma. That's significant
because it supports the tradition of the Church, but it also supports a
coming to a deeper understanding of the teachings of the Church of how
we rely upon the reflections of some of the greatest minds of our
Church.”
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JUBILEE YEAR: OUR LADY OF LEBANON IN HARISSA

The Shrine of Our Lady of Lebanon, with the statue that
dominates the entire coastline of the country from the
summit of Harissa, celebrates her Jubilee from August 4th,
2018 to July 26th, 2019. Opened in 1908, it celebrates 110
years. The idea to build the shrine was a product of the
celebration of the jubilee of the fiftieth anniversary of the
Declaration of Pope Pius 1X’s Doctrine of the Immaculate
Conception, expressing the love of Lebanon by the Virgin
Mary, and took the name Shrine of Our Lady of Lebanon —
Harissa.

Daily Scripture Readings
August 12th—August 17th, 2018

Sunday, 8/12:  1Cor 3:1-11 Lk 8:1-15 The New
Monday, 8/13:  1Jn 1:1-10 Lk 13:31-35 |
Tuesday, 8/14:  1Jn 2:1-11 Lk 14:1-6
Wednesday 8/15:Rom 12:9-15 Lk 1:46-55
Thursday, 8/16: 1Jn 2:21-29 Lk 14:12-15
Friday, 8117:  1Jn 3:1-10 Lk 14:16-24

THIS WEEK’S MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, 8/11:  +Bernadette Delvaux

Thursday, 8/16:  Tash Swayden & Avery Swayden

Friday, 8/17: Michelle Henke

+ Repose of the Soul

Join us for our Community Rosaries:
Tuesday through Friday: 8:30AM in the Chapel
Saturday: 5:00PM in the Sanctuary

Sunday: 8:00AM & 10:30AM in the Sanctuary

2 are held on the Second Weekend of each Month prior
to the Saturday & Sunday Masses.

Next Week’s Liturgical Roles
Saturday, August 18th @ 5:30 PM

Lector: Jerry Milam
Altar Servers: Chidozie Ugochukwu, Nicholas Anderson, Isaac Black
Ushers: Antonio del Rincon, Mike Hanchette
Sunday, August 19th @ 8:30 AM
Lector: Marichu Varron
Altar Servers: Andrew Wegendt, John Wegendt, John Paul Nwaiwu
Ushers: Mario Garza, Chris Angus
Sunday, August 19th @ 11:00 AM
Lector: Trevor Rask
Altar Servers: Steven Wood, Kevin Wood, Peter Elias
Ushers: George Semaan, Don Hughes




i This week

Our Lady of Fatima

will be visiting the home of

L Renee Adam

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
Tte Assumption of the Viryin Mary
Wednesday, August 15th, 2018

The divine liturgy will be celebrated at 7:00 PM.
«1 The Holy Rosary will be prayed at 6:30 PM prior to the Mass.

Requesting a Mass Intention at
Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Catholic Church

The practice of offering the Holy Mass for the repose of the soul
of the deceased originates in the early church. The catechism
teaches, “From the beginning the Church has honored the
memory of the dead and offered prayers in suffrage for them,
above all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, thus purified, they
may attain the beatific vision of God.” Therefore, just as we pray
for each other and share each other’s burdens now, the faithful
on earth can offer prayers and sacrifices to help the departed
souls undergoing purification, and no better prayer could be
offered than that of the holy sacrifice of the Mass. PLEASE
schedule your Mass Intentions by contacting Sara in the Church
Office (NOT Father because he does not have the datebook) at:
972-436-7617, or via email at LadyofL719@gmail.com

Remember to Be Reverent at all times in the Church
Psalm 95:6
Come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD our
Maker.
We love our children dearly, and want them to attend Mass. Please remember
that if they become restless, then they will be more comfortable in the Chapel so
as not to disturb those in the Church.

Letter from Bishop Zaidan

As most of you are aware, the Holy Father has accepted
the resignation of former Cardinal Theodore McCarrick from
the College of Cardinals and he has been suspended from
all ministry. Ministry carries with it a solemn and sacred
responsibility. Information thus far indicates that former
Cardinal McCarrick had violated this sacred trust over a
period of many years. The alleged crimes committed by
the former Cardinal have caused grave scandal and
embarrassment to all of us not to mention the pain of his
victims Further canonical and legal consequences are
likely to occur against the former Cardinal.

As Bishop of the Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los
Angeles, | am committing myself and all my clergy to a
policy of “zero tolerance” for violations of sexual abuse
against minors or other vulnerable persons by anyone
affiliated or employed by the Eparchy. It will simply not be
tolerated in any way. We have policies and procedures in
place to deal with any accusation brought to our attention.
Those procedures will continue to be followed and
enforced. This embraces all the clergy, including myself, as
Bishop, all our employees and volunteers. Additionally, all
those affiliated with the Eparchy are required to be trained
in the prevention of any form of abuse and to reportitin a
timely and appropriate manner.

| ask your prayers for the victims and their families of the
alleged crimes of former Cardinal McCarrick. | also ask
your prayers for all of us as we commit ourselves to
working together to prevent such as in the future.

Sincerely yours in Christ, A E. Zaidan

SILENT AUCTION DONATIONS

We all have items at home that are new, still in the box, and have
value. Please consider donating these items for our Silent Auc-
tion and receive a tax deduction! We are looking for donations of
goods and services. We appreciate your support for this fund-

raiser event!

PLEASE MAKE SURE BASKETS ARE RETURNED TO THE CHURCH NO
LATER THAN SEPT. 22nd and 23rd!

Please contact Aida Elashkar at auctionolol@hotmail.com or at

, RAFFLE
TICKETS ‘

PAFFIF TICKETS 222

Thank you to all our Parishioners who have returned their Raffle
Tickets! So far, we have made $1,960. If you did not receive your tickets
in the mail, or if you need more tickets, please stop by the Raffle Ticket
Table in the lobby or you can contact the Parish Office. SELL 20 Tickets,
and receive 5 FREE YELLOW BONUS tickets for your family!

Prizes for the TOP 3 Families who sell the most!

Become a Festival Sponsor!

We are very thankful to our Festival Sponsors who have come
forward this year. We are still looking for additional sponsors. Our
Festival is a great opportunity to introduce your company to our
Lewisville community and to the greater Dallas/Fort Worth
metroplex. By advertising at the Festival, your company can share
in our success.

Here are the ways your company can get involved:

1. Advertise in our Festival Program. The program is distributed to over
10,000 festival attendees. Full page, 1/2 page, and 1/4 page ads are
available.

2. Sponsor a food booth. A banner with your company’s logo will be
displayed in the tents during the festival.

3. All advertisers will be recognized on the OLOL website and in the
Church’s bulletin. All donations are tax deductible.

For more information contact the Church office at 972-426-7617 or
JoAnne Soueid at 972-965-6775
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